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ON THE MEND
Don Little
I thought I would let everyone know that I am still here and progressing from our accident.
Jamie let you know about the accident so I will let you know what came next.
I went back to the doctor October 10 and got rid of the huge, heavy dressing that I had
been carrying around since the surgery on
my leg. I now have an air boot but I will not
be able to put any weight on my
foot for three months. I even have to
sleep in it, but fortunately I am
able to take it off to shower. What
a relief!
My next appointment is Nothat I might be able to take
Times like these really let me
Club members are. We will
Jim for everything they did for
up from the hospital, take me to
take me to her house but Jim
Barbara and her sister picked me
ther-in-law’s funeral.

vember 13 and I am hoping
the boot off to sleep.
know how special my fellow
forever be grateful to Sheila and
us. Not only did Sheila pick me
get prescriptions filled, and then
took me to my house the next day.
up there so I was able to get to my fa-

As for the Sprinter, Bob Steber and Phillip Warren volunteered to fly out and pick it up for
us. They took almost a week out of their busy lives in order to do this incredible favor for
us. I think they had a good trip but I sure was envious and extremely appreciative.
Thank you for all of the phone calls, emails, cards and posts to the forum during all of
this. They were all appreciated.
I feel blessed by God to have this wonderful group of people in my life.
See you at the Christmas party.

MEETING MINUTES
October 28, 2012
Monteagle, TN
Vice President, Jamie Jackson presiding
Jeannine Arnold, Acting Secretary
Jamie brought the meeting to order and thanked Tommy and Jeannine for hosting the event with Tommy’s
Barbequed Butts and Jeannine’s delicious cobblers.
Old Business - Jamie mentioned that questions are being raised on the Forum section of the club web site concerning excess money that should be in our treasury, due to the substantial reduction of expenses for the
monthly newsletter. Jamie stated that the chair was not ready to receive discussion on that subject at this time
and any questions should be addressed at the January meeting where the majority will have the opportunity to
vote on any recommendations.

Officers Reports:
Tommy Arnold gave a brief Treasury report. Lenn Rainwater asked for a more detailed report to determine if excess funds exist from the newsletter savings. Jamie again stated that the newsletter issue
should be addressed at the January meeting. Lenn expressed that she needed the report to determine
what to ask at the January meeting. Tommy said he would e-mail an in-depth report to anyone that
wanted it.
Malvene Jackson took the floor to plead with everyone to please submit content for the newsletter. She
suggested that someone else may want to try the newsletter for next year, as all offices will be available for new candidates as of January.
Sheila Kalahan mentioned that we need to consider volunteering substantial time to the various jobs at
the Huntsville Rally. The question quickly arose as to whether there will be a 2013 Huntsville Rally.
Shelia and Jamie stated very clearly that the 2013 Rally is a given; the vote in January is for 2014 and
future years.

New Business: - Jim Kalahan took the floor ask for members to sell raffle tickets for the motorcycle to be given away at the Huntsville Rally. Jim gave a short report of where we are in sales at this time and reminded
everyone that Barbara has the tickets.
The 30 members present at the meeting were reminded that the Club Christmas Party will be December 8, at
the Hampton Inn and Suites located at Eagle Point in Birmingham. see details elsewhere in this newsletter[ed]

Jamie then asked for a motion to adjourn. The motion passed and many prepared to watch the Alabama game.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Tommy Zeringue

13 Rodger Williamson

23 Pamela Rogers

4 Bob Steber

14 Jan Barnett

24 Amelia Bauman

5 Robert Baker

15 Joseph Mays

24 Rhonda Scott

5 Jim Pippen

15 Jim Ruggiero

24 Larry Tuggle

5 Ron Shea

18 Jim Ronk

27 Dennis Hallman

6 Darlene Council

20 Joe Lichtenstein

28 Karen Lee

8 Charles Smith

21 Rick Kilgore

29 David Ghostly

10 Denise Copeland

21 Charles Reese

30 Mavis Cave

11 Jake Bennett

22 Steven Hudson

11 Todd Kern

22 Gene McDaniel

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
2

Donald Cave

15

Diana Crawford

24

Terry Ware

4

John Beasley

18

Sharon McLean

25

Dan Copeland

5

Ivory Hampton

18

Kenny Owen

25

Steven Farley

7

Sheila Kalahan

19

Gene Barber

25

Matt Morris

7

Ron Riggins

19

Alan Pate

26

Vernon Headrick

8

John Montoya

19

David Smith

27

Tim Flynn

9

Cathy Lange

20

Harold Fearing

27

Marliam Lee

11

Steven Council

21

Ron Beck

29

Jim McLean

11

Jo Ann Zeringue

24

Tim Nesmith
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HEAR YE! HEAR YE! HEAR YE!
Remember that your club dues need to be
paid by December 31 in order to be able
to vote at the January meeting in Montevallo. Use the form below to renew your
membership, or mail your check to Tommy Arnold clearly marked “Dues Renewal”.

Also, your dues must be received before
February 1 for your name to appear in the 2013 Membership Directory.

BMW MOTORCYCLE OWNERS OF ALABAMA
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
Date: ________/_________/2012
NEW_____RENEW_____UPDATE_____

Sponsored by _________________________________________

Primary Member:___________________________________________________________________________ DOB:_____________________________
Secondary Member:_________________________________________________________________________ DOB:____________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ Apt#____________________________
City:________________________________________________________ State:__________________________ Zip:_____________________________
Home Phone:_____________________________ Work Phone:______________________________ Cell Phone:______________________________
E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________ FAX: __________________________________________________
Year / Model BMW(s) : ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Circle those that apply:

MOA Member

RA Member

Airheads Member

Oilheads Member

AMA Member

Dues are $25.00 per year for primary and $5.00 per year for secondary members. Make check payable to:
BMW M/C Owners of Alabama. Mail application with check to: Tommy Arnold, 471 Plantation Pt. Rd., Scottsboro, AL 35768
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A NORTHEAST ADVENTURE
Bob Daigle
Normally Wanda and I take an annual fall adventure trip to the "Smokies". This usually
starts after the September club gathering at Nickajack or Monteagle. This year the club
meeting weekend was in Nauvoo so we would have to start out from a little further west
than usual. We left on Thursday morning, Sept. 27th and rode to Hammond, La. to meet
up with Keith Gutbier. We rode together up to Nauvoo travelling some back-roads after
entering Alabama following Al 17, 96, 171, 102, and 78. It was a great day for a ride with
temps in the 50s when we left home. We spent the rest of Thursday plus Friday, Saturday, and Sunday with the club at our Oktoberfest weekend at the Harbin Hotel in Nauvoo.
What a really nice location for our get together.
On Saturday Vance led those who wanted on a ride to the Rattlesnake Saloon for lunch at
a neat restaurant in a cave. After lunch we followed
him to the "coon dog" cemetery which was also interesting. We enjoyed a great meal Saturday evening all
put together by the ladies and coordinated by Darlene.
thanks to all for their hard work and a great dinner. I
was also lucky enough to win the 50/50 drawing at the
meeting which came in handy on our trip. We left Nauvoo Sunday morning with Wanda riding with Tommy
and Jeannine Arnold while I rode my GS to their home
in Scottsboro. We spent a lovely night with our friends
and enjoyed another great meal for dinner. On Monday
morning we suited up in full gear plus rain gear since
it was raining off and on. We left their home and headed up towards our evening's destination, Maggie Valley N.C.
We encountered only some light misting until we reached Chattanooga where the sky
opened up and our Frogg Toggs proved their worth. Just as I was starting to feel like a
submarine pilot the rain stopped and we were able to have a reasonably nice ride the rest
of the way to Maggie Valley although it remained damp and dreary most of the way. Highway 30 through Reliance and the Cherohala Skyway were still fun but had to be ridden a
little more cautiously with lots of wet leaves on the roadways. We arrive in Maggie Valley, checked in to our hotel, very glad to be able to take off the rain gear and riding gear
and relax. We were able to eat that night at Wanda's favorite place in Maggie, Legends Sports Bar next door to our hotel. Great burgers and the best wings around. We had
planned to spend just one night here and leave on Tuesday morning for the far north but
it began raining again and rained most of the night.
The forecast and radar showed the rain ending there in the A.M. but was travelling north
so we decided to spend an extra night in Maggie so as not to follow the nasty weather
north. On Tuesday morning we lead four riders from Minnesota on a ride along Hwy 28
through the Fontana area and to Deal's Gap and the Dragon. They had trailered down and
had never been in this area before. they left to slay the dragon while we ate lunch at the
store. We had told them about what other roads to try and ride in the area before they left.
Wanda and I then rode back on 129 through Robbinsville and to Hwy 74 and back towards Cherokee and Maggie Valley passing through the Nantahala Gorge. The weather
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had cleared up nicely and we had enjoyed a great day of riding.
Wednesday morning brought some nice but cool weather for the beginning of the day. We
decided to forego some of the roads I had planned to ride leaving Maggie because of the
extra day we spent here due to the weather. We opted instead to travel 74, I-40 to Asheville, I-26 to I-81 and I-81 to Marion Va. to save a little time. We turned west at Marion
and rode Va. 16 up to
Va. 61 at Tazewell (WOW)
what a road. We continued to US 460 and on to
US 219 and ended the
day in Lewisburg W. Virginia. Another great day
on fantastic roads with
great scenery, the colors
were really nice in that
area. In the morning we
left early and rode back
eat on I-64 for a short
distance until we turned
north on US 220. Another great road with lots to
see and almost no traffic.
We ended the days ride
in Williamsport Penn.
having ridden through
West Virginia, Virginia,
Maryland and Pennsylvania. We were tired so we
didn't get to do any sightseeing in Williamsport.
Friday morning we continued to follow my GPS route through Pennsylvania along US 220 finally turning east
near Scranton. After navigating through Scranton using the evil GPS route
(somewhere the inventor of some of the Garmin GPS software is having a good chuckle)
we were able to get back on course for the rest of the route into New York state.
We crossed the Delaware River at Hancock and entered New York following N.Y. 17 to
Roscoe at the lower end of the Catskill Mountains. Roscoe is a quaint little town on the
Beaverkill river about 60 miles west of New York City. What's with all of the "kills" in
New York? Everything is some sort of kill, Catskill, Beaverkill, Fishkill, sure is a lot of
killin' going on up there. Vance, Ron Riggins, and I had spent a night here in '06 on the
way up to the MOA national rally in Vermont. we checked in to the Roscoe Motel and after unloading the bike left for a jaunt through the Catskills. We rode untill we started
hearing banjo music then pushed the button hoping the GPS could lead us out of there.
We had dinner at a place Vance and I had eaten at in '06, Raimondo's Italian
Ristorante'. Great "real" Italian food but on a sad note our waitress from 06, Alexandra, has left and gone to another state to work for the political campaign of someone for
whom I am not voting. How's that for being "politically correct"? We did enjoy a good meal
in nice little hometown restaurant. You should have seen the size of the pizzas and the
guy making them looked exactly like the "Cake Boss" on TV. We tried to make reservations for the next day in Long Lake but could not get the motel computer to work.
We left Saturday morning for Long Lake, N.Y. in the Adirondacks riding up through the
Catskills and then following N.Y. 30 up towards Long Lake. We passed through many
beautiful towns, everyone which could be on a post card. The fall colors were great in
many locations but alas the weather was overcast and gloomy and we eventually had to
don our rain suits again. We arrived in Long Lake around noon in the rain and were
lucky to be able to get a room at the Shamrock Motel due to some late cancellations because of the weather. This is also a motel where we stayed on our '06 rally trip.
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We booked a room for two nights and settled in to
watch the rain and 40 degree temps. The motel is
on Long Lake and has a really nice view and large
back yard with a walkway down the lake and beach
area. It was really a beautiful view later on when
the weather cleared up some. We walked the short
distance into town to eat at the Adirondack hotel
for dinner where we enjoyed pizza. The next day we
rode west to the town of Old Forge passing lots of
small villages and lakes along the way. We ate a
late breakfast after the 36° ride there then toured
the town and the main attraction, The Old Forge
Hardware & General Store, a really neat place. On
the ride back to Long Lake we stopped at the Adirondack Museum and spent a few hours
going through the many buildings and exhibits. This was well worth the admission with
lots of history of the Adirondack area.
We left Long Lake on Monday Oct.8th and rode some really good back roads up through
Saranac Lake and Lake Placid on our way in to Vermont crossing Lake Champlain at Chimney Point. We
traveled up towards Burlington and checked in to a
motel just south in Shelburne at around 1 P.M. My
on-board computer showed that I needed a service
and after checking my service book I confirmed that.
This was Monday and we had only planned on spending two nights here and didn't think the dealership
would be open. I called the number and a girl answered and said that they were open. I told her that I
was from out of state and on a trip and asked if they
could squeeze me in for an oil & filter change. she said
that they could and we followed the GPS to Franks in Essex Junction.
I had visited this dealer in '06 when I had a problem with my RT during the rally. I wound
up having a very heated exchange with the owner at that time after I waited for over 9
hours for them to check my bike when they said that I might have to wait 3-4 hours due to
the rally crowd. After finding out that they had lost my service ticket and did not even
know that I was there, the owner promised to "get right on it". Thirty minutes later no one
was working on my bike so I had Frank get it back out of the shop
and I left after giving him a sample of some of the lesser known
terms in the Cajun vocabulary. Now I needed an oil change at the
same dealer. I was thinking that the man I had the discussion with
was probably no longer there; I was proven wrong when he exited
the front door as we rode up. We left our helmets on and walked
inside to the service counter and spoke to the girls at the counter.
After telling her what I needed done we turned around to see Frank
standing beside us. He asked if we were from Louisiana. We said
yes and that we were touring the northeast. He looked at me and
asked if I had been at the rally in '06. I said that I had. He then
said that he recalled that I had gotten pretty upset with him during
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my visit there. I again confirmed that I had. He said that he recalled that I had told him
that I had been in law enforcement. Bingo again. I starting to get a sinking feeling that I
just might wind up with maple syrup in my engine. He said that in his defense they had
been really busy with the rally people being there. I said that in my defense I had just retired and that 20 years of pent up frustration dealing with law breakers had come out. I
guess he bought it cause we started talking about other things and went to eat next door
with him. After lunch we returned and the girl at the counter said my bike was ready. I
gave her my credit card and she printed out an invoice and gave me the slip to sign. I was
shocked when I looked at the charge slip and asked if was correct. She looked at Frank
and said yes. Frank asked if it was too much.
I said that I had not expected it to be this amount. For the four quarts of BMW 15W50
synthetic, oil filter, and labor he had charged me $21.00. He said that he always likes to
rectify any situation with a customer and make it right. I thanked him, a lot, and we left.
What a great gesture. I don't know if they put maple syrup in the engine or not but if they
did, I'm going to have to keep using it cause the bike has run great since then. Just my
luck, maple syrup is more expensive than 15W50 synthetic. Getting the service on Monday evening really helped because it gave us the whole day on Tuesday to travel to New
Hampshire and ride the White Mountains. We spent the entire day and rode about 350
miles and even crossed into Maine for a short spell. More great roads and beautiful scenery.
Wednesday morning brought more dreary weather
with clouds and cold. Once again we had to put on
our rain suits in lower Massachusetts. We rode in the
rain for about two hours into New York and Pennsylvania. We took US 209 south and spent the night just
outside of Stroudsburg, Pa. The next morning we rode
interstates until we got to Strasburg, Va. where we
headed for Front Royal and the north end of Skyline
Drive. We took a leisurely ride down to Big Meadows
where we checked into the lodge for the evening. We
had a nice dinner that evening at the lodge and relaxed for the next day. The next day saw us finishing the rest of Skyline to Waynesboro
and then rode US 25 back to US 220 at Monterey, then south on 220 to Roanoke, and on
to Wytheville, Va. for the night.
Saturday morning we rode I-81 to Marion and
took Va. 16 East to US 58 and on to Damascus.
This was part of the route that we cut off at the
beginning of our trip. From Damascus we rode
down to Shady Valley for a break and watched the
parade for the cranberry festival. Then it was on
to Johnson City and I-26 to Asheville and back into Maggie Valley for the night. Lots more people
now and prices for lodging have almost doubled.
We came across an accident involving a Gold Wing
trike and a small truck. It looks like there were
some injuries with EMTS on site.
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Sunday morning we rode up to Robbinsville on 28
and 143 then rode the Cherohala over to Tellico. It
was very cloudy on the N.C. side with very dense fog
at the top. The Tenn. side started getting sunny and
the colors were pretty good. We took a break in Tellico, then headed back through Greasy Creek and
back through Ocoee and Cleveland. Then we just
cranked it up and rode straight through to Meridian,
Miss. for the night. Monday morning we got up early
and finished the 250 miles home and arrived by
11:15 A.M. It was a great trip overall. We had a few
rough spots in the weather but were blessed for most
of the trip with great roads, great scenery and many nice people. Can't wait for the
next trip

The weather was beautiful Friday at the Monteagle meeting.
Saturday was overcast and
damp, Sunday was partly
cloudy and cold.
But with barbeque and beans
and cobbler, along with great
fellowship, the meeting was indeed a success in every way.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Leonard and Belinda Kaiser
Gulf Shores, AL
Sponsor: Barber Festival/Vance Harrelson
2012 K1600 GTL

Michael Nicoll
Hoover, AL
Sponsor: Barber Festival/Phillip Warren
2004 1150RT

Michael Igou
Chattanooga, TN
Sponsor: Barber Festival/Tommy Arnold
2009 R1200GS; 2009 F650GS

Nancy Keen
Huntsville, AL
Sponsor: Barber Festival/Phillip Warren
(FOB)

Ray Williams
Birmingham, AL
Sponsor: Barber Festival/Don Norwood
2007 R1200GSA

Jim Ruggiero
Birminghm, AL
Sponsor: Barber Festival/Phillip Warren
1998 R1100RT

Richard Laitinen
Arab, AL
Sponsor: Barber Festival/Vance Harrelson
1993 R100R; 1977 75/2

Richard (Dickie) and Barbara Brown
Ringgold, GA
Sponsor: Barber Festival/Tommy Arnold
2012 R1200 GS Adventure

BMWMOAL Club Mileage Rankings to 31 October 2012
Rodger Williamson, Travel Director
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

-

Tommy Zeringue (26,651)
Greg Turp (20,522)
Don G Norwood (15,985)
Mike Bauman (13,994)
Robert Daigle (12,509)
Vance Harrelson (11,671)
Michael Waybright (10,923)
Rodger Williamson (8,695)
Bill Bryan (7,886)
Steve Hudson (5,695)
Albert White (3,645)
John B Mabus (2,638)
Bill Shanks (2,008)
Wanda Hudson (1,921)
Shep Brown (734)

2012 BMW Motorcycle Owners of Alabama SUB-TOTAL = 145,477
(at 83.3% (10/12ths) ~ estimated year end total will = 172,572 +/-)
If you are not listed and believe that you should be, or if you have different figures for
your mileage from 01 January 2012 to 31 October 2012, please email me at
Travel@BMWMOAL.org
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BMWMOAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
Darlene Massey
Our annual Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, December 8th.
The location is the same as last year- Hampton Inn, Eagle Point – 6220 Farley Court in
Birmingham, Al. 35242 – Room rates are $89.00 + tax and you just need to mention
BMW Christmas Party to get this rate. If for some reason you have an issue with your reservations - email me at dmassey@amerex-fire.com and I’ll take care of it for you.
Dinner and Dirty Santa will be in the hotel lobby again this year. We had so many people
bring goodies last year that I think we all were full by the time our dinner arrived so this
year we’re going to do something a little different.
At 2:00 we will have appetizers in the lobby of the hotel –
there will be soft drinks and water provided. Anything
that you would like to bring for this will be greatly appreciated. No Alabama or LSU game that day but Army vs.
Navy will be on at 3:00.
At 6:00 PM we will have a catered dinner from Costas Italian Restaurant. Please BYOB for your adult beverage
needs. We will have ice and set ups. If you would like to
bring your favorite dessert for all to enjoy after dinner – please do so.
If you want to let me know what you will bringing either for appetizers or desserts so I can
keep up with the variety and needs, you can e-mail this to me also.
The traditional Dirty Santa game will commence around 7:00 PM.
Please remember to bring your gift in order to participate – this is a
fun game and we learn just how dirty our Alabama Beemers can be.
Please make your plans to attend our last get together for the year.
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12th Annual Cajun Swamp Scooter Rally
Come pass a good time and laisser les bons temps rouler at Bayou Wilderness RV Resort
(www.bwrvr.com) near Lafayette, Louisiana, November 9-11th, 2012. Come for Friday and Saturday night primitive tent camping under beautiful, old oak trees. There is NO electricity. If you
want electricity you will need to get an RV site. If you arrive earlier than Friday, you will have to
pay extra for camping. We will have clean port-o-lets and water stations in the camping area.
There is a bath house with toilets and hot showers in the RV area for our use. NO TRAVEL
TRAILERS, CAMPERS OR BUSES ALLOWED ON GRASS. If you have one of the aforementioned
sleepers, you will need to call the campground, 337-896-0598, to reserve a site in the RV area.
Charges are separate from entry fee.
There will be a Friday evening meal and bon fire. Breakfast will be available on Saturday, and
our infamous grits and grillauds served Sunday morning. The usual dual-sport ride, games, and
door prizes will be held on Saturday. Then our Fourth Annual Gumbo Cook-off will offer the best
gumbo sampling, and you won’t go away hungry! Ca c’est bon! If you would like to compete in
our cook-off, please email bmwbonton@yahoo.com. Space for our teams is limited, so get your
reservation made early. Also, music around the camp fire on Saturday evening.
So, for your pre-entry of $35.00, you will receive a t-shirt, two nights camping, fun, food and entertainment! The first 100 pre-entries are guaranteed a shirt. Children 8-12, $15.00. Children
younger than 8, lagniappe (no charge). Pre-entry deadline 11/1/12, post-entry, $45.00.
Questions: Rally Queen Cindy bmwbonton@yahoo.com
Allen allen@allenbacque@.com
Darrel darrel.leger@yahoo.com
Details: www.swampscooters.net

BMWM MOTORCYCLE OWNERS OF ALABAMA - Dedicated to safe and enjoyable motorcycling.
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